
BATTLE OF THE BOOKS  MEETING 3  February 12, 2014 
 
 
 
Attendance:  Jennifer Simmons – LaGrange/Pleasant Valley; Maureen McGrath 
– Cold Spring; Ellen Clancy – Patterson; Veronica Stork – Tivoli; Kristin Charles-
Scaringi – Kingston; Jolie Hamer-Conroy – Poughkeepsie; Kerstin Cruger – 
MHLS; Janet Battistoni – Hyde Park; Chris Pattantyus—Wappingers; Amy Thiel 
–Kinderhook; Linda Deubert – Coxsackie; Gina Loprinzo – Kent; Ginny Figlia – 
Beacon; Lisa Prentiss – Staatsburg; JoAnn DiSalvo – Beekman 
 
Book orders from the group buy were distributed to those in attendance.  
 
Treasurer’s Report No report was received electronically from the volunteers at 
Clinton. Kerstin will follow up with them so that the group receives regular 
updates.  
 
Ginny reports that we will not be receiving the All State grant this year. Everyone 
is encouraged to request donations from their Friends groups. No politicians 
seem to be giving anything this year. No word yet on the Stewart’s grant but it will 
only be $300 if we are approved for it.  
 
Kerstin recommended that the subcommittees have a budget based on what was 
spent last year.  
 
Linda will check on funds from The Foundation for Hudson Valley Libraries.  
 
Facility/ Venues Reports Ellen Clancy of Patterson visited the Carmel Middle 
School and met with the facilities person. She felt it could be a good venue. 
There is a lot of parking and several rooms near the auditorium. All room-use 
fees would be waived. There is a custodial fee of $864 covering two custodians. 
(We paid $1300 the last two years at Arlington).  
 
Ellen has applied for use of the auditorium, cafeteria and gymnasium which can 
be divided into two rooms), and two music rooms. There is air-conditioning in the 
auditorium and music rooms.   
 
Ellen will set up a walk-through for Carmel Middle School as soon as possible for 
those who are interested and available. She will send out an email with a couple 
of dates.  Meanwhile the date is reserved should we want it.  
 
Ginny Figlia of Beacon reports that she is still trying to negotiate the extra 
charges with Beacon High School. Certain board members tell her not to worry 
but she has not received official word from the superintendent at this point. There 
would be expenses for a tech person and two security guards if the event is over 
300 people. The expenses come to approximately $2800 – 3000.  



 
Amy remembered that Emily (not in attendance) was going to check on Hudson 
High School.  
 
Kerstin pointed out that once we have a few schools we are sure about (Hudson, 
Arlington, etc) then we can choose north vs. south in future years. 
 
Website Update Amy will put up the question submittal forms online so writers 
can submit questions right away. The password for the form is ‘mhlsbob’. The 
standard form asks for the question, page number and your library. She advises 
writers to keep track of the number of submittals. Amy will also give the question 
editors access to the spreadsheet to begin editing questions. 
 
The group agreed that the website has become more of an internal site rather 
than one to direct parents to for information about the program. Amy has started 
posting to the site as if it were a blog post and all new additions will appear on 
the home page.  
 
Amy will add the committee members information.  
 
Question Writing Linda Deubert reports that she has an enthusiastic helper in 
Christine Pacuk for the final editing of the questions. She will be the contact 
person for any questions regarding question 
writing.  cpacuk@saugertiespubliclibrary.org 
 
Kerstin will be in touch with the new contacts for Marlboro and Pawling.  
 
Linda explained her analysis of the question writing breakdown. There is an even 
number of question writers so we can have each writer compose questions for 
four of the titles. The editors will read all eight titles to be aware of possible  
problem questions.  
 
440 questions are needed for the Regional Battle. Each of the libraries are to 
write 20 questions for 4 of the titles for a total of 80 questions each. The following 
libraries will be writing questions: Beacon, Beekman, Catskill, Clinton, Cold 
Spring, Coxsackie, Hyde Park, Kent, North East Millerton, Staatsburg, Tivoli and 
Wappingers. 
 
The libraries who are editing questions plus the following libraries will not write 
questons: Pawling, Pleasant Valley, Marlboro and Kinderhook. 
 
Linda will send out the distribution of titles to the question writers. (This email 
was sent on February 15th) and Amy will update the question writing guidelines 
on the website.  
 
Questions are due to the question editors by May 1st.  

http://saugertiespubliclibrary.org/


 
Incentives Those in attendance agreed that it has been decided not to do the 
incentives this year. 
 
T-Shirts JoAnn will, once again, coordinate a group buy with Let’s Get Personal 
in Poughkeepsie. It is too early to do anything on this yet. 
 
Refreshments It was agreed that this can wait for now. Ellen did mention to the 
Carmel Middle School that we usually order pizza and the school is fine with this. 
 
Volunteers Lisa Prentiss will head up the volunteer committee. She pointed out 
that the Regional Battle runs on volunteers and that those volunteers have to be 
fully committed. She said she can ask the same group again if they are still 
interested but new volunteers are welcome. She explained that there are easy 
jobs like score keeper but if someone wants to be a judge or and mc, it is much 
more involved. She would like to require that volunteers for judge and mc 
positions attend a training session. The group decided it should be presented to 
those interested in this way.  
 
Other News/Updates Ginny reports that Beacon has had to purchase a new 
trophy but that it is identical to the original.  
 
The venue and date will be decided via an email vote. The Facility Subcommittee 
will be formed once this takes place.  
 
Any subcommittees are free to meet independently of the full group.  
 
The next meeting will be May 6th or 9th possibly in Kingston. A survey will be sent 
out.  
 
 


